
         The Essentials of 
Responsible Down Standard 



Objectives 

•  Who is Textile Exchange? 
•  What is the Responsible Down Standard? 
•  The history of the RDS 
•  How does certification work? 
•  How can I communicate the Responsible Down 

Standard to my customers? 
•  Where do I go for help? 
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Who is Textile Exchange? 
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We INSPIRE and EQUIP people  
to accelerate sustainable practices 
 in the textile value chain. 
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Textile Exchange Members 
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TE Suite of Standards 



What is the RDS? 
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What is the RDS? 

An independent global standard with third-party certification 

Verification that best practices are met in animal welfare 

Strong chain-of-custody from the farm to the final product 

Multi-stakeholder approach, with representation from affected groups 
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What is the story behind the RDS? 
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Prior 
to 

2012 
Today 2012-

2015 

•  Campaigns target 
companies using down 

•  Many companies realize 
they did not know where 
their down was coming 
from 

•  Existing standards did not 
provide traceability from 
the farm, and did not 
include force-feeding 

•  The North Face, Control 
Union, and Textile 
Exchange release the 
Responsible Down 
Standard, and the 
standard is given to TE to 
manage and maintain. 

•  RDS 2.0 released in 2015 
after broad input through 
International Working 
Group 

•  Over 80 brands 
(home, apparel, and 
outdoor) have 
committed to the 
standard. 

•  Over 100 million 
birds around the 
world are raised 
under RDS 
certification. 



International Working Group 
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Why was the RDS created? 
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Animal welfare 
campaigns 

Concerned 
consumers 

Lack of 
traceability 

Unclear animal 
welfare 

requirements 



Protect Animal Welfare  
The Five Freedoms of ducks and geese are protected at 
all times: freedom from hunger and thirst, from 
discomfort, from pain, injury or disease, to express 
normal behavior, and freedom from fear and distress. 

Meet CSR Goals 

Drive Industry Change  

The auditing of farms provides verification that 
brands are meeting their CSR targets. 

Support the develoment of an industry benchmark that 
will drive improvements in animal care where needed. 
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Benefits of the RDS 



Messaging and Story Telling 

Credible Certification 

It presents an excellent opportunity for people to learn 
about the source of the products. 

A professional, third party certification body audits each stage 
in the supply chain. 

Get What You Ask for and Pay For 
The identity of RDS material is maintained at all times: from 
the farm to the final product, through a robust chain of 
custody. 
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Benefits of the RDS 
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Easier Sourcing 

Reduce Risk 

Protection from Activist or Media Attacks 

The RDS provides a means for brands to communicate 
their traceability expectations clearly and consistently to 
any and all points in their supply networks. Multiple 
brands working with a single standard means 
economies of scale can be more quickly reached. 

The RDS reduces the risk to brands and down suppliers, 
by verifying practices on the farms. 

Let the RDS and all of its users provide a united 
response to any claims against your supply chain or the 
down industry in general.   

Benefits of the RDS 
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Responding to Activism 

•  Monitoring of campaigns 
•  Companies can redirect comments 

and campaigning to Textile 
Exchange 

•  Guidance and support in proactive 
communication 

•  Support in communications in 
response to campaigns 

•  Resource tool available: “PR Guide 
for RDS and RWS” 



What is the role of Textile Exchange? 
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What is the role of Textile Exchange? 
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How does the RDS work? 

Trader Processor Assembly Retailer 

In order for products to be labeled as RDS, the supply chain must be certified at 
every stage before the final retailer. 

Down Supplier Farm 

Scope Certificate Transaction Certificate 
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How does the RDS work? 

(…it starts on the farm.) 

•  Farms are audited every year by authorized third-party 
certification bodies. 

•  Farms are checked to make sure animals are well cared 
for and never treated with cruelty. 

•  Live-plucking (and live-harvesting) of down or feathers 
is strictly prohibited. 

•  Force-feeding is strictly prohibited. 
•  Small household farms are audited by group, by region 

or relationship to a slaughterhouse. 
•  Animal welfare is also audited in transportation and 

during slaughter. 
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What does the Farm Audit cover? 

No live-plucking. No force-feeding. 
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What does the Farm Audit cover? 

Freedom from hunger or thirst by ready access to fresh water and a diet to maintain 
full health and vigour 
 
Freedom from discomfort by providing an appropriate environment including shelter 
and a comfortable resting area 
 
Freedom from pain, injury or disease by prevention or rapid diagnosis and 
treatment 
 
Freedom to express (most) normal behaviour by providing sufficient space, proper 
facilities and company of the animal's own kind 
 
Freedom from fear and distress by ensuring conditions and treatment which avoid 
mental suffering 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

The Five Freedoms 
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How does the RDS work? 

Down and feathers are collected after the animals have been processed. 

Essentials of the RDS                    ©2017 Textile Exchange  



How does the RDS work? 

Brand/
Trader Processor Assembly Retailer 

Supply Chain Audit: Chain of Custody 

Processing 
All processing steps must be certified to make sure 
the chain of custody is maintained to the last level of 
production. 
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Down 
Supplier 



How does the RDS work? 

Brand/
Trader Processor Assembly Retailer 

In order for products to be labeled as RDS, the supply chain must be certified at 
every stage before the final retailer. 

Down Supplier Farm 

Scope Certificate Transaction Certificate 
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How does the RDS work? 

Brand/
Trader Processor Assembly Retailer 

In order for products to be labeled as RDS, the supply chain must be certified at 
every stage before the final retailer. 

Down Supplier Farm 
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X No product labeling allowed 
General communication allowed 

X X 



How does the RDS work? 

Brand/
Trader Processor Assembly Retailer 

In order for products to be labeled as RDS, the supply chain must be certified at 
every stage before the final retailer. 

Down Supplier Farm 
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X 

X No product labeling allowed 
General communication allowed 



How does the RDS work? 

Brand/
Trader 

Retailer 

In order for products to be labeled as RDS, the supply chain must be certified at 
every stage before the final retailer. 
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Processor Assembly Down Supplier Farm 

Product labeling allowed 
General communication allowed 



How does the RDS work? 

Brand/
Retailer Processor Assembly 

In order for products to be labeled as RDS, the supply chain must be certified at 
every stage before the final retailer. 

Down Supplier Farm 
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X 

Product labeling allowed 
General communication allowed 



Product-Specific RDS Labeling 

•  All product labeling must include:  
a) RDS logo 
b) mention of the Certification Body 
c) mention of the last Certified Organization 

•  All RDS artwork must be approved by a Certification Body, 
prior to printing and application.  
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Product Labeling with the RDS 

Certified by CB 123 
Puffy Down and Feather CB 12345678 

Certified by CB 123 

Puffy 
 

Down &
 Feath

er 
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General Communication 

Don’t qualify for product labeling? 
 
Here’s what you CAN say OFF product… 
 
 
“Our company is committed to the Responsible Down Standard.”  
 
“We work with our down suppliers to source according to the 
Responsible Down Standard.” 
 
“We are working towards full RDS certification by 2020.” 
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ResponsibleDown.org 
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Resources 

 
http://responsibledown.org/  
 
Find RDS 
http://responsibledown.org/find-responsible-down-standard/ 
 
How to Get Certified 
http://responsibledown.org/for-business/certification/  
 
Tools and Support 
http://responsibledown.org/for-business/tools-and-support/ 
 
RDS Logo Use and Claims Guide 
http://responsibledown.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/TE-RDS-Logo-Use- and-Claims-
Guide-2.1.pdf 
 
Integrity@TextileExchange.org 
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Questions? 
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Thank you! 
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